between policymakers and the people they serve, whilst increasing immigration has led to some rich countries adopting a protectionist stance that transforms collaboration into separatism.
The EECERA Young Children's Perspectives Special Interest Group (YCPSIG) has begun to consider these issues and their potential effects on young children. Our vibrant group brings together international researchers in the field of early childhood. Its purpose is to support and encourage cross-national perspectives on seeking children's perspectives, to support our members' research in a collaborative and cooperative manner, to generate critical reflection on children's perspectives and children's rights and to share innovative and reflexive research on children's perspectives and children's rights. The YCPSIG purpose draws heavily on Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child:
'States Parties shall assure to the child who is capable of forming his or her own views the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child'.
Yet the YCPSIG pushes at the boundaries of ways that 'due weight' might be accorded to the views of the youngest citizens.
At our 2014 YCPSIG meeting at EECERA conference in Crete we began to discuss our concerns regarding some alarming evidence of disconnectedness: the increase in numbers of refugee and migrant children emerging from Syria. By the time of our 2015 summer meeting, we noted an exponential rise in refugee and migrant children entering Europe from the Middle East, the western Balkans, Africa and South Asia, a situation which continues at the time of writing. Many thousands of those children have been fleeing conflict in their home countries, of whom many are unaccompanied; many have been detained in appalling conditions and many have gone missing.
In our discussions, the YCPSIG considered particular challenges that young children might face as new arrivals. We troubled the possibility that newly arrived young children may find their new contexts alien: different from familiar places and people left behind. These displaced children have often experienced trauma yet may experience further distress by sensing they are located at the margins of their new contexts and regarded as 'other'. Given the widely recognised importance of a feeling of belonging for young children's well-being and development of identity, this possibility is of great concern to the YCPSIG group. Yet we recognise that such feelings are not only the experiences of the significant numbers of refugee and migrant young children we are currently seeing in Europe: they can also be existential for any young child experiencing liminality, rather than the feeling of belonging that lies at the core of social inclusion.
The YCPSIG wanted to explore these possibilities in ways that would value children's own expertise concerning their experiences so a Call for Papers was made for an EECERJ special issue focused on Perspectives from Young Children on the Margins. The ten articles in this special issue are the result: a carefully curated collection of leading edge empirical studies that shine a light on the diverse experiences of some young children who are on the margins. Some of the articles draw directly from the voices of young children, whilst others feature the voices of adults acting as advocates for the young children in their lives.
The special issue opens with three articles that explore themes concerning young children This special issue reveals 'Perspectives from Young Children on the Margins' in varied contexts to challenge assumptions regarding the capacities and competences of young children to articulate their perspectives. We commend its articles to you as provocations to inspire further debate and discourse. They confirm the value of the United Nations right of the child that 'States Parties shall assure to the child who is capable of forming his or her own views the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child', yet they also provide evidence that young children's views deserve to be accorded 'due weight', regardless of the 'age and maturity of the child'. Eliciting and genuinely listening to young children's perspectives becomes especially important when young children are located on the margins. Such practice can act as a tool to build understanding that has the potential to connect those young children with their social contexts in ways that can transform their experiences of liminality to authentic feelings of belonging. Jane Murray, PhD 1 and Colette Gray, PhD
